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Gov. Wolf Encourages PA Guard Members to Enroll in First-in-the-

Nation Education Program for Guard Families 

Harrisburg, PA – Today, Governor Tom Wolf, joined by Pennsylvania’s adjutant general and 
head of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs Maj. Gen. Anthony Carelli, legislators 
and PA National Guard members and their families, encouraged PA National Guard members 
to take advantage of the new Military Family Education Program, or PA GI bill, now open for 
enrollment.  

“This program will allow us to recognize military members and their families for their sacrifice by 
providing them with up to five years of college at no or reduced cost,” Gov, Wolf said. “Think of 
what a difference this program will make to the lives of our military families. As Pennsylvanians, 
the least we can do to thank these military families is to ease the burden of paying for 
education. I encourage all eligible Guard members to enroll today.”  
 
Gov. Wolf signed the bill, the first in the nation, in July. Under the bill, Guard members who 
commit to an additional six years of service can receive five years of higher education benefits 
for their spouses and children. The program will provide for 10 semesters of tuition-free 
education for family member(s). 

The benefit must be used at a Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) 
approved educational institution, and at the tuition rate set by the Pennsylvania State System of 
Higher Education (PASSHE). The PA GI bill could benefit up to 8,000 military family members. 
Enrollment began Oct. 29 and 20 families have already signed up. 

Currently, Guard members themselves are eligible for the Education Assistance Program with 
their initial service obligation of six years that provides a non-transferable educational benefit. 

“We already have a tuition program for our enlisted and veteran Pennsylvania National Guard 
Members,” Gov. Wolf said. “It’s a program that has helped thousands of military families get 
ahead in their careers without piling on debt. The expansion of this program to spouses and 
children will help more military families succeed, all while allowing us civilians to say, ‘Thank you 
for your service.’” 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fwf%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DG62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB70lCvoS8C-2BrezmxnsLvNxboHItOHIQSuYYu3wU-2BgQ5L2Wx7zUKOZAPww3Ar8Jr-2BJi7HTLY-2BFAOCtgyj67iGjT5Ugw3Q-2F4rrGrNWdzNqXNtKLzpyLJx9Pt5O6yPcGafNmcxnmYfHzIU4M4D3GI5B1IBlYa36qE-2FCgMJqBioMxFa5usqywxm9hsJtQVTLWBWxLA-3D-3D_C1-2FlKqmRpUa1Ru-2BxrNmlpT4D-2BMRiyfNV4vV-2FOHego7lSObXWaegqrwqtsl69lHCf83GEF7y8XWV2mLrmy1Mdok3migdZyR0s683G-2BIY9XDbQjS2AkU2ZB5Ro-2BJ-2FvSbnjgJmXLyQdPW0964FYCVQKjJFRj2yEGFKCQzSnE6fPNPqRjTtj2RB2MTcZWlhMwCOvebKF1XvyvheWl8SI4OS9uJqDEXICCkabQtfRqB7v-2F59zS7AHTtT5xQHLc8Q6OEE9JsVLYCmFnNtLg2dIWEoA-2ByVfiuK2r-2FmklYVNUhn03XnJyElqtxCc4UBLuueon-2BPk44OVZP3j3BqBt0Kcm0NGk5WZfwrjZUHqe90UT3-2Bqqqo-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdpinskey%40pa.gov%7C11dde04f12354856989608d761594bbf%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637084908459678271&sdata=N7p7vas6myTYQkR6suFxKTz65viUmwarEs1kRgTOmhM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fwf%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DG62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQBwP1dfH-2FUa4eEQtArWt6Dafz3dJFoHr7nra6J1p8FHLiQpU0dz67Rurlojwz2WErQqF6GFp4foQB2UJYTVO8qgDLyA654f-2Bf38FAF1r6WNB7_C1-2FlKqmRpUa1Ru-2BxrNmlpT4D-2BMRiyfNV4vV-2FOHego7lSObXWaegqrwqtsl69lHCf83GEF7y8XWV2mLrmy1Mdok3migdZyR0s683G-2BIY9XDbQjS2AkU2ZB5Ro-2BJ-2FvSbnjgJmXLyQdPW0964FYCVQKjJFRj2yEGFKCQzSnE6fPNPqRjTtj2RB2MTcZWlhMwCOv-2Ftd5wghXL-2B21iAmpLnSyf-2B6zXKNChDBdimLWNR7165iuBEmw5TZFFsqjI-2FZipXSwxhDI2fEBtYz6LkHQQUScQ-2FAFWobmYN93WAoE74baefOuaLSQRkm-2Fngg9H0pGFSe8skJaBVZoyrfMiZ-2FGsw4b50zlv2TBiI9LgiemPfZUPYo-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cdpinskey%40pa.gov%7C11dde04f12354856989608d761594bbf%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637084908459688263&sdata=68AQ9VhvsVNXfufFavtY2%2BBGpqYpobBw5lUrskuySpQ%3D&reserved=0


Interested Guard members can apply through their unit to the PA National Guard Education 
Office. Tuition benefits will begin for the 2020-2021 academic year. 

More information on the PA GI Bill, along with answers to frequently asked questions, can be 
found here. 

Note: Photos and video from this event will be available at www.pacast.com. 

MEDIA CONTACTS: J.J. Abbott, 717-783-1116                                              
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